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PART I: ABOUT THE GUIDELINES 

Section A Guiding Principles: Interior Paint 

Standards and Guidelines provide direction and consistency in our facilities and campus systems.  Facility design 
guidelines provide guidance for the project architects/engineers, project management teams, and contractor teams 
during the design and construction process for University of New Mexico projects.  Design guidelines should be used 
in conjunction with the project-specific program. 
 
The UNM color palette assists the University in creating a unified, branded expression but does not replace the 
architect’s color and material palette. The University Architect and UNM Planning, Design & Construction (PDC) Interiors 
recommend a modern, neutral and bright approach to building color and materials.  The UNM color palette developed 
by the University Communications & Marketing Department (UCAM) may be used as accents if desired, however the 
exact color would need to be reviewed at each individual site due to lighting variances in each building.   

 
1. Review Process: All paint selections for projects on campus should be reviewed by UNM PDC Interiors 

in order to promote consistent aesthetics and appropriateness of application across facilities. Paint 
specified to match an existing paint already in place does not need to be reviewed.  
 

2. Durability:  UNM prioritizes the use of products of the highest quality possible as the project budget 
allows to ensure that the life of the product lasts as long as possible and to promote fiduciary 
responsibility.  
 

3. Sustainability: All construction or renovation projects at UNM will be designed to emphasize the life 
cycle costs associated with the operations and maintenance of the facility over initial capital costs and 
to meet or exceed the U. S. Green Building Council's LEED Silver standard per the Governor's Executive 
Order 2006-001. VOC content in paint shall meet or exceed LEED Standard 4.2 EQ for Indoor Air 
Quality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usgbc.org/leed/rating-systems
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PART II: SPECIFICATIONS 

Section A General Specifications 

i. Interior Paint Guidelines 
 
a. General/Field Paint Color:  

i. The University has two general (field) paint colors: 

1. Dunn Edwards White DEW380   
a. Preferred general wall paint option for new construction, or areas of 

remodel where an entire area is being repainted 

2. Dunn Edwards Swiss Coffee DEW341  
a. Preferred general wall paint option for new construction, or areas of 

remodel where an entire area is being repainted 
 

ii. Retired general (field) paint color: 

1. Dunn Edwards Rainer White DEC769   
a. This color is being phased out and should only be used where the existing or 

surrounding areas are already painted in this color 
 

iii. Accent Paint 
 
a. Typical areas of application:  

i. Private Offices 
ii. Common & Public Areas 

b. Guidelines: 
i. Buildings, Suites or Areas should not exceed two to three accent paints per area. 

ii. When accent colors are used in private offices within a building or suite, limit the accent 
paint to one wall per office, and a maximum of two colors per suite. 

iii. Accent paints shall be modern, and take into consideration the style of the building, building 
materials, and lighting conditions. Accent colors shall be approved by PDC Interior 
Environments. 

iv. The below Secondary Branding Colors may also be used as accent colors, though other 
colors not listed may also be submitted for approval. Project Architect shall obtain a 
Pantone chip and request contractor apply paint sample in accent paint location for 
approval by University Architect and PDC Interior Environments. Departments should 
request accent paint approval from PDC.  
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iv. Instructions for Matching UNM Color Palette  
a. Several websites can convert RGB, CMYK, HEK, and other print-style color formats into paint color 

values (or in some cases, pre-determined paint colors for certain manufacturers). One of these 
utilities is the EasyRGB Color Calculator (https://www.easyrgb.com/en/match.php). Choose the 
format, enter the format specific values, plus the expected light source for the area where the paint 
will be applied, and a color swatch with links to color harmonies and commercial tints from a variety 
of paint manufacturers will be provided. The below example is for UNM color “Mesa”. 

https://www.easyrgb.com/en/match.php
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i. Go to link above 
ii. Select data type: sRGB 0-255 

iii. Insert Color Data 
1. R: 214, G:164, B:97 

iv. Select “Convert” 
v. Select “Match” to “All Collections” 

vi. A list of commercial paints that match is provided 
 

v. Gloss/Sheen Level 
 
a. Public Areas, Classrooms, & Private Offices:  

i. Eggshell 
b. Restrooms:  

i. Semi-Gloss 
c. Metal Door Frames & Trim:  

i. Semi-Gloss 
d. Specialty Areas:  

i. Specialty areas, such as laboratories, shall be reviewed by the Architect and PDC on a case 
by case basis. 

 


